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I. TEXTS 
Sara Japhet, I & II Chronicles. Old Testament Library (Louisville, KY: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1993). 
John C. Endres et al., Chronicles and Its Synoptic Parallels in Samuel, Kings and 
Related Biblical Texts (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1998). 
 
II. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, 
pursuant to federal and state law. Any student with a disability who needs 
accommodation should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. 
Students with disabilities are also encouraged to contact Steve McLeod, the 
Registrar, at 761-1353. 
 
III. OBJECTIVES 
While many have regarded Chronicles as little more than a supplement to Samuel-
Kings or as a legalistic revision of earlier historical books, more recent scholarship has 
come to a more profound appreciation of the work. It is seen as a deeply spiritual and 
well-crafted composition with its own theological distinctiveness. The objectives of this 
course are (1) to introduce students to the major issues related to the interpretation of 
Chronicles and its relation to the other parts of the Hebrew Bible, (2) to sharpen the 
student’s ability to read the books of Chronicles as a theological work, and (3) to 
develop the student’s capacity to interpret Chronicles for the academy and the church. 
 
IV. RESEARCH PAPER 
Each student will write a research paper of 15-20 pages on a text from or a topic related 
to 1-2 Chronicles. The text/topic must be approved the instructor by Feb. 1, and the 
papers are due on Apr. 25. The research paper will constitute 70% of the course grade. 
Students are encouraged to present outlines and early drafts of the paper to the 
instructor for feedback and assistance. All papers are to be submitted electronically as 
MSWord documents. 
 
V. EXAM 
The final exam will 30% of the course grade. 
 
 
 



VI. ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
Classes will meet on three series of Fridays (Session 1, 1:00-3:45 PM; Session 2, 6:00-
8:45 PM) and Saturdays (Session 1, 9:00-11:45 AM; Session 2, 1:00-3:45 PM) in 
January, March, and April. 
 
Jan.  25/1 Introduction to the study of Chronicles   
Japhet, pp. 1-49. 
 25/2 Reading strategies 
Japhet, “Chronicles, Books of,” in J.H. Hayes (ed.), Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation 
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1999), 179-87; I. Kalimi, “Was the Chronicler a Historian?” in The 
Chronicler as Historian  (JSOTSup 238; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997), 73-
89.  
 26/1 Genealogies       
1 Chr 1-3, 6, 9; Gen 5, 10; Gary Knoppers, I Chronicles 1-9 (AB 12; New York: 
Doubleday, 2003), pp. 245-65; Chris Heard, “Echoes of Genesis in 1 Chronicles 4:9–10: 
An Intertextual and Contextual Reading of Jabez’s Prayer,” Journal of Hebrew 
Scriptures 4.2 (2002) (accessible online at: 
http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/JHS/Articles/article_24.htm).  
 26/2 David  
1 Chr 10-29; 2 Sam 24; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres on 1 Chr 21 & 29; M.P. 
Graham, “A Character Ethics Reading of 1 Chronicles 29:1-25,” in Character and 
Scripture: Moral Formation, Community, and Biblical Interpretation (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2002), 98-120. 
 
Mar. 21/1 Solomon        
2 Chr 1-9; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres on 2 Chr 6-7; M.A. Throntveit, “The 
Chronicler’s Speeches and Historical Reconstruction,” in The Chronicler as Historian 
(JSOTSup 238; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1997), 225-45; Zipora Talshir, “The Reign of 
Solomon in the Making: Pseudo-Connections Between 3 Kingdoms and Chronicles,” VT 
50 (2000), 233-49. 

21/2 Rehoboam – Abijah       
2 Chr 10-13; 1 Kgs 14; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; Gary Knoppers, “Rehoboam 
in Chronicles: Villain or Victim?” JBL 109 (1990), 423-40. 
. 22/1 Asa – Jehoshaphat       
2 Chr 14-20; 1 Kgs 15; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; R.B. Dillard, “The Reign of 
Asa (2 Chr 14-16): An Example of the Chronicler’s Theological Method,” JETS 23 
(1980), 207-18; Gary Knoppers, "Yhwh Is Not with Israel": Alliances as a Topos in 
Chronicles,“ CBQ 58 (1996), p 601-26. 
 22/2 Jehoram – Joash      
2 Chr 21- 24; 2 Kgs 12; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; M.P. Graham, "The 
Composition of 2 Chronicles 24," in Christian Teaching: Studies in Honor of LeMoine G. 
Lewis (Abilene:  ACU, 1981), 138-55; idem, "A Connection Proposed Between II Chr 
24,26 and Ezra 9-10," ZAW 97 (1985) 256-58. 
 
 
 



Apr. 18/1 Amaziah – Ahaz      
2 Chr 25-28; 2 Kgs 14-15; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; M.P. Graham, "Aspects of 
the Structure and Rhetoric of II Chronicles 25," in  History and Interpretation: Essays in 
Honor of John H. Hayes (JSOTSup 173; Sheffield: JSOT, 1993) 78-89. 
 18/2 Hezekiah and reform      
2 Chr 29-32; 2 Kgs 18-20; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; Mark Throntveit, “The 
Relationship of Hezekiah to David and Solomon in the Books of Chronicles,” in The 
Chronicler as Theologian: Essays in Honor of Ralph W. Klein (JSOTSSup 371; London: 
T & T Clark, 2003), p 105-21. M.P. Graham, “Setting the Heart to Seek God: Worship in 
2 Chronicles 30.1-31.1” in Worship and the Hebrew Bible: Essays in Honor of John T. 
Willis (JSOTSup 284; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1998), 124-41. 
 19/1 Manasseh – Zedekiah      
2 Chr 33-36; 2 Kgs 21-23; relevant §§ from Japhet & Endres; P. Abadie, “From the 
Impious Manasseh (2 Kings 21) to the Convert Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33): 
Theological Rewriting by the Chronicler,” in The Chronicler as Theologian: Essays in 
Honor of Ralph W. Klein (JSOTSup 371; London: T & T Clark, 2003), 89-104. 
 19/2 Chronicles as literature of the Church 
   


