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Course Description:

This course will provide an introduction to the kaid Psalms. It begins with the history
of the interpretation of Psalms, and proceeds tmtanduction to the writing and
collection of the present book of Psalms. Muckhefcourse will focus on the various
types of Psalms that have been identified by modeholarship and the study of selected
examples from each type. We will also considemtfeaning and message of these
Psalms in their original context and for the modsanld.

Textbooks

Here is a bit about why each one was selectedasPlenderstand that just because | use
a textbook, that does not mean that | agree wignyeling in it, nor do | expect you to
agree with everything. Some things will challemgeand make us think. Some things
will give us new ideas, and some will simply shaswehat the wider world of

scholarship is thinking.

Bernhard W. Anderson, Out of the Depths
Anderson is a well known American Old Testamentdiah He taught of
many years at Princeton and has written widelyhenQIld Testament. This is a
good overview of the Psalms from a moderatelyaaitmodern scholar. It will
present a good introduction to the current statesailms studies.

William L. Holladay, The Psalms through 3000 Years
Holladay looks at the writing of the book of Psalam&l their original
setting. He also deals with how the book has lised in the New Testament
and over the centuries of Christian history sirinzg time.

James Luther Mays, The Lord Reigns: A Theologicah#tbook to the
Psalms

Mays looks at the Psalms through the theme ofdlgm of God as king over all.
This important perspective from a leading Old Tewat scholar provides some
powerful insights into the meaning of the psalms




J. Clinton McCann, A Theological Introduction t@tBook of Psalms
This is a theological approach to the Psalmsdbas the Psalms as instruction in
various aspects of life.

Walter Brueggemann, The Message of the Psalms

This book continues to be widely influential iretbtudy of the psalms.
Brueggemann’s categories for understanding therssptovide a clear structure for
modern application of the psalms.

Recommended:

Each student should have at least one good comanyemtt the Psalms to consult
in class preparation. James L. Mays, Psaimthe Interpretation Commentary Series is
one good choice. You should read the commentsaoh psalm to be covered during the
week in class. There are several other commeathksted below that would be
acceptable: Davidson, Eaton, Kraus, Schaefer, \Bdotical Commentary.

Objectives
These are the things we hope to accomplish inctass. Each of these will be discussed
in detail and material will be presented on eaeaar

1. Students should be able to explain the backgtaumal setting of the book of
Psalms and its place in Ancient Israel. Psalmsamasportant part of the literature of
ancient Israel and a better understanding of hamarte about and its place in the life of
Israel should help us today.

2. Students should be able to list and discussdheus types of psalms found
within the book. One of the important insightsnaddern scholarship is the discovery of
different types in psalms.

3. Students should be able to discuss the varippiaches to Psalms used in the
modern study of the book. How we study this matenill certainly influence our
understanding of the material and how we can uselgy.

4. Students should be able to use this backgraufindmnation to explain specific
Psalms in detail. We will look at a number of widual psalms in some detail in our
study together.



5. Students should be able to relate their studysalms to the modern world. We
do not want to leave our study in the ancient d;dsut we also want to consider how
these psalms may be used in the life of the indadiénd the church today.

Requirements

1. Read assigned materials. There will be readmgse textbooks, as well as from
some articles and mini-lectures posted on-linexc&there are no class lectures in the
traditional sense, reading becomes that much muaperitant.

2. Class participation. There will be internetodissions on assigned materials and
regular participation by everyone will be requirg@0 % of grade)

3. Post response to books by Mays, Brueggemannallt(20% of grade)

4, A Mid-term exam. (20% of grade)

5. A term paper of 15-20 pages on the backgrougtting, and exegesis of a
selected Psalm. (20% grade) Due April 30

6. A Final exam. (20% of grade)

Written Responses to Textbooks by Mays, Brueggemanand McCann
You are to write a brief response to the book#llays, McCann, and
Brueggemann. The responses should follow therpagige below. You should use

page guidelines for approximate length of your jpgsst

1. Three pages, typed, and double-spaced.

2. No more than 1 page for a brief summary of gp@each and purpose of the
book.
3. At least 2 pages of your response to the batu should consider questions

such as: Was the author successful in what heuséd @o? Did you find this approach
helpful? How could you use this approach in youmistry? What questions or
problems does this book raise? On a scale of vth@t would you give this book and
why?

4. Before you write, you should read at least Zptkviews of each book. They
may be either online, or in print. List the revieyou read and where to find them at the
end of your own review. You should consider thaaws of others, but | want your
opinion, not simply the echo of someone else.

5. These will be posted online. You should respnak least one posting from
another student in the class. See the scheduledalate for posting each response.



Procedures

elearning.Harding.edu

The course will use the Blackboard program asntse environment. You should go the
www.harding.edwand under students and employees select blackbdand can then log
in using your Harding username and password.

Sometime during the week of Jan. 7 you should leetaldogin with your own username
If you are unable to login, contact phone numbsted in the next paragraph.

For support provided by Harding University, pho®d-279-4938. This address and
phone number will put you in touch with Harding'sdator of Academic Information
Systems, Paula Kirby. Paula or someone is usaghilable, except for late night
support.

You may email me personally gincmillion@harding.edwntil you learn how to email
me through Blackboard and occasionally thereatighough | prefer for you to send
emails that have to do with the class through Baekd. You may call me at my office
at 901-432-7719. | will usually login to the coamvery weekday. Now and then | may
come in to the office on the weekend and loginrmitalways.

Reading Assignments:

The course is divided into 15 weekly modules. Toiithese weeks are exam weeks.
The first week will be used to learn Blackboard &mdet to know each other. The
remaining 12 weeks have reading assignments frenetttbooks, and a few other
sources. Each of the thirteen assignment weekscalstains online class notes. The
student must email me (not the class as a whade i or she has read the weekly
reading assignments each week by Monday 12 noon @8&adther words, assignments
listed for each week should be read in advancheMonday of that week so they can be
discussed during the week listed. | hope thakeiarc Each student must also read and
participate in the class discussion each weektfserext section).

Class Participation:

Each student must contribute to class discussitgaat two times each week. Your
contributions should be divided over at least twgsl(in order to maintain a flow of
discussion). Your contributions should averagetal of 200-300 words per week (this
paragraph has 85 words). You may respond to mgtmuns, ask your own questions,
respond to any of the readings, or respond to attuelents. All students are expected to
keep the class discussion within the class andnade copies for distribution. We want
the discussion to be as open as possible--butrdember that everyone will read
whatever you submit (unless you submit it spediffd® me or to a class member).

Also note that there are three additional postofgesponses to three of the textbooks.
This is described above in the syllabus.

Auditors will not participate in the weekly discuss, but are welcome to participate in
the first week class introductions.



Exams:

There will be two exams during the semester: aemd and a final. Each student
should submit the name and address of someon@ttopthe exam and sign a statement
that they supervised the exam and followed my uresibns. ' You will have up to 3 hours
to complete each exam.

Research Paper:

Each student will do a research paper dealing @n#hPsalm in detail. This should be an
exegesis of the original meaning, setting, backgdogontext and other significant
information concerning this Psalm. You must subyoiir paper selection to me for
approval. The paper should be approx. 15 pagesitgipuble spaced not including
bibliography.

Sources for Research

Please go the the HUGSR website and look at therrakst under the library section.
There are many helpful resources available thew yau should become familiar with
them.

Pay special attention to the information concerniveguse of OCLC's FirstSearch
program. FirstSearch allows access to vitally ingoarweb-based catalogs and to a
number of online articles. You should contactltbery for an authorization number
and password. Do not share these with anyone titherHUGSR students.

The paper you will write for this class will be@search paper. This means you will need
access to theological resources that are not éaitaline. For example, each of you
will need to look at the major commentaries on Psdisted in the Bibliography. There
will not be enough time for everyone to check theseks out by mail from our library.
You will need access to another good theologitahhy or you will need to make a trip

to Memphis for research(The major commentaries will be on reserve soithau do
travel here they will be available. So, of coums#|, our periodicals.) You can research
what you might need online through the OCLC datebasd through Harding's online
catalog. In addition to books and commentaries, moist also consult scholarly journals
and articles. These often contain valuable mdttrad is not in the commentaries. Some
of the articles you need might be available onling,most of what you need will only be
available in printed form. You cannot write a tpmlity graduate level paper without
consulting the major journals. You need to pladadhis in some way.

Grading:

The student's weekly statements concerning compgléie reading assignments and the
student's contributions to the threaded discussititogether account for 25% of the
grade. Contributions should reflect your readingdiso analyzing and processing the
material. | expect the discussion to reflect saareful thought about the topic under
consideration. You are expected to complete thgasents on time. Late completions
will be penalized. The two exams and the term paplécount 25% each. The papers
must be mailed (or, emailed as an attachment) bl 3@, 2003 (the postmark date or
email date). Late term papers will be docked etterd grade per week
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