5201 Advanced Introduction to the New Testament
Dr. Allen Black
Spring 2008

TEXTS

David A. DeSilvaAn Introduction to the New Testament: Contextshivlgs & Ministry
Formation.(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2004)

Everett FergusorBackgrounds of Early Christianityrd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans, 2003)

REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading All readings (except the reading for Jan. 8)usthdde completed by the

date listed. The NT text itself should be conglittenstantly while reading the

secondary literature. We are omitting all the Eetaxgl Skills sections of

DeSilva's book.

Attendance Regular class attendance is expected.

Examinations Each exam will count one-third of the coursedgtaThe exams

must be taken on time except in extraordinary onstances. Arrangements for

an alternate time should be made in advance, exoeah emergency, in which

case arrangements should be made before the asstroeeting.

4. Term Paper The term paper should be 13-17 pages (in Coliigroint font),
excluding the bibliography. It will count one-ttiof the class grade. Itis due
April 15. Late papers will be graded down one pper day. More information
on the term paper is provided at the end of thisalsys.

5. Incompletes Incompletes will be granted only in extraordyaircumstances.

w N

Students with disabilities

It is the policy of Harding University to accommaoelatudents with disabilities, pursuant
to federal and state law. Any student with a digglwho needs accommodation should
inform the instructor at the beginning of the caurStudents with disabilities are also
encouraged to contact Steve McLeod, the Registtait1-1353.




SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

Jan.
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Apr.

8

15

22

29

12

19

26
4,11

18

25

Mark
DeSilva 19-22, 194-233 (omit Exegetical Skill segthere and
throughout)

The Synoptic Gospels
DeSilva 145-93

Matthew
DeSilva 234-97

Luke
DeSilva 298-347

Acts

DeSilva 348-90

Jacob Jervell.uke and the People of God: A New Look at Luke-Acts
(Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg, 1972), 41-74

Ferguson, 1-40, 55-82, 97-147

Introduction of Paul; Galatians, 1-2 Th&ssans
DeSilva 475-554
Ferguson, 148-250

1-2 Corinthians, Romans
DeSilva 555-639
(or 1977 ed.: 100-19)
Ferguson, 251-326, 333-35, 363-65 (Seneca), 36349-90

Exam

Spring break, Intensive course week
Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, Plalem
DeSilva 640-732
Ferguson, 396-449, 452-53, 463-66, 475-502
1-2 Timothy, Titus
DeSilva 733-75
Ferguson, 513-88, 592-607

John, 1-3 John
DeSilva 391-474



Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

15

22

29

Revelation, Hebrews
DeSilva 885-932, 776-813

The NT Canon

DeSilva 29-36

D. G. Dunbar, "The Biblical Canon," iHermeneutics, Authority, and
Canon eds. D. A. Carson and J. D. Woodridge (Grand éapi
Zondervan, 1986), 299-360, 424-46

Term Paper Due

James, 1-2 Peter, Jude

DeSilva 814-84

Luke Timothy JohnsorThe Letter of Jame3he Anchor Bible, vol. 37a
(New York: Doubleday, 1995), 11-15, 58-64, 80-88]1-14

Final Exam



4
TERM PAPER TOPICS

The following are possible areas of investigationtérm paper research. Many of them
need to be narrowed in scope to be suitable for D817 pages. Other areas must be

approved.

A specific view of the purpose(s) of one of the @as or Luke-Acts

A specific view of the overall structure of Mark atthew, John, or Acts
A specific theological or historical aspect of Metv's or Luke's presumed use of Mark
The Unity of 2 Corinthians

The Identity of the Letter of 2 Cor. 2:4; 7:8

The Purpose of Romans in Light of the Edict of @ias

The Authorship of Revelation: Internal Evidenceeaternal Evidence
The Titles of the Gospels as Evidence of Authorship

The Date of Luke-Acts

The Identity of the Beloved Disciple in John

The Audience of Ephesians

The Authenticity of the Pastorals: Arguments froanuage and Style
Papias’ Statement Concerning Mark

The Synoptic Problem: The Argument From Order

The Structure of 1 John

The Identity of the Opponents in 1 John

The Structure of James

The Relationship between 2 Peter and Jude

Jude’s Use of 1 Enoch

2 Peter: Internal Evidence for a Late Date

Were the Gospels written to specific churches giores, or for general circulation?



5
COMMON TERM PAPER PITFALLS

Deficiencies in Structure

1. Failure to delimit your topic sufficientlyl'his is a common and major error.

2. Poor organizationAnother common and major erroRlease a) lay out your
goal(s) plainly near the beginning of the papeigganize your paper around
your goal(s), c) use subheadings to provide clenehtion of various sections,
and d) summarize your results at the end.

3.  Wandering into peripheral areas. Restrictryhscussion to that which is directly
pertinent to your goal(s).

Deficiencies in Research

4. Overlooking major scholars who comment on yteut or topic.

5. Failure to use primary materials--ancient @dern. Do not rely on secondary
references to primary materials (unless they atewailable or you cannot read
them due to their language).

6. Reliance upon popular level sources whichnofteomote inaccuracies.

7. Reliance upon older materials that reflecitpmss that are now out-of-date.
Focus on recent scholarly materials.

Deficiencies in Argumentation
8. Failure to cover all significant positions ywur subject.
9. Failure to reply to all major arguments agayasir own position or in favor of
other positions.
10. lllegitimate use of scholars as authoritiebe &uthority lies in the evidence and
arguments presented by scholars, not in the schtflamselves.
11.  Writing a bibliographical essay that reportgtoa viewpoints espoused by
various scholars but does not evaluate them ancrimvard your own opinion.
Your paper should not be a report of others opmidat an analysis of arguments
and evidence expressing your own views in inteoastwith scholarship.

Deficiencies in Academic Style

12. Overquoting. Use direct quotations reluctanfge Gordon Fe®lT Exegesis
33-4.

13. Inefficient use of footnotes. In addition t@yiding necessary references,
footnotes should be used for additional bibliogiaphinformation (e.g., a list of
those who hold a particular view) and for itemd @v@ significant, but do not
belong in the text itself (e.g., minor textual amts, peripheral arguments,
extreme minority viewpoints, etc.). See He&, Exegesis34-5. Footnotes used
in this way become a subtext addendum to the neainof the paper.

14. Incorrect spelling and other evidence of nobfrneading carefully.

15. Lack of attention to Turabian and HUGSR's Seipynt.
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Additional Term Paper Guidelines

The text and footnotes must be typed in a Courie
font (10 characters per inch). |1 am not fond of th
Courier font (the font on this page), but it provid
standard of length and appearance that is uniform t
the papers.

Do not use boldfont . Use underlining or italics

are preferable for the titles of books and journals

Turn off your footnote "widow control” so that f
allowed to carry over to subsequent pages. This wi
eliminate wasted space between the text and the foo

If you need to type Greek and plan to email the
use the font called "Symbol." Note that in Symbol
final sigma is located at "shift-v." The Symbol fo
not have breathing marks, accents, or iota subscrip

Concerning the style for footnotes and bibliogra
entries for commentaries, see HUGSR's Supplement to
pp. 23-25. For most commentaries use the style at
Note that you do not include the editor of the seri
one-volume commentary with different contributors o
multivolume commentary with different contributors
volume, use the style at 11.26.

reduce late term papers one point per day. |
exceptions for major iliness (extending more than o
and occasionally for other reasons that | consider
justifiable. | determine the length of any time ex
according to the cause. It is the student's respon
to contact me concerning any such extension.

give "A's" for better than average work. An"
include the following qualities: a) thorough resear
frequent use of content and multiple-reference foot
clear organization, with well-written sentences and
paragraphs, and d) few grammatical or spelling erro
competent use of Turabian style.
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