
 
 

           5771 - Counseling Ethics and Professional Issues 
Harding University Graduate School of Religion 

Dr. Edward Gray   Office Phone 681-9200 
Email egray@hugsr.edu 

 June 2 -7, 2008 
Course Textbooks: 
 
Herlihy, Barbara and Corey, Gerald. ACA Ethical Standards Casebook 6h ed. Alexandria, 

VA:  ACA, 2006. 
 
User’s Guide to the AAMFT Code of Ethics. Washington, D.C.:  American Association 

for Marriage and Family Therapy, 2001. (Order this from Amazon, AAMFT, or 
some other source.) (http://www.familytherapyresources.net/cgi-
shl/twserver.exe/run:FTRUPD_2:TradeWinds_KEY=769) 

 
Corey, Gerald, Marianne Corey, and Patrick Callahan.  Issues and Ethics in the Helping
 Professions. 7h ed.  Pacific Grove, CA:  Brooks/Cole Publishing Co., 2007. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
1. To equip the entry-level counselor / student with an understanding of the variety of 

ethical dilemmas faced in counseling. 
2. To assist the student with an ethical paradigm with which effective counseling can be 

practiced. 
3. To inform the student of legal precedents which have been established in the 

counseling field. 
4. To stimulate students’ self-awareness of personal agendas concerning ethical 

decision-making. 
5. To familiarize the student with the specific ethics code of the American Association 

of Marriage and Family Therapy and American Counseling Association. 
6. To facilitate students’ awareness of multicultural issues and values in the counseling 

process. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
1. Text readings: The three texts for this course must be read by the beginning class 

period, June 2, 2008. Turn in a photocopy of your completed pre-chapter self-
inventories from each of the chapters in the Corey, Corey, and Callanan text.  
After reading the chapter, go back to the left of each answer blank and answer the 
questions again.  I am interested in what you process and learn from your reading. 
Also turn in your self-evaluation of readings as per the last page of this syllabus. 
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2. Tapes: Check out from the Library   6  “AAMFT - Richard Leslie” tapes on 
reserve and write a two page typed summary of tapes 107 a-d  and  a two page 
summary of the Risk Management Strategies tape. Preferably listen to these tapes 
after you have done your text readings.  Turn these in by June 16, 2008. 

 
3. Journal Articles:  Select 10 journal articles regarding ethics and write a ½ page 

summary of the article. This assignment is due 10-25-05.  
 
4. The grading scale is as follows: 
 100 - 90 = A   Midterm Exam    30% 
   89 - 80 = B   Final Exam    30% 
   79 - 70 = C   Research Paper   25% 
   69 - 60 = D   Class participation and preparation 10%  
   59 -   0 = F    
     2 Reviews of Ethics Audio Tapes &   
              10 Journal articles  5% 
 
5. Examinations:  Midterm Exam –  Final Exam –  
 
6. Research paper topics need to be selected and approved by June 5, 2008. See attached 

listing for possible topics.  Papers need to conform to APA Style or Turabian’s Manual for 
Writers 5th Edition and our library supplement.  Research papers are due Friday, July 18, 
2008.  Papers which are late will be graded down 5 points per day late.  Turn in one copy.  
I will make a copy of your graded paper for my files.  Length is to be 14-15 pages. Consult 
at least 25 sources. Do not use your textbooks as sources. Consult original sources, both 
books and journal articles. 

 
Suggested Research Paper Topics 

 
- Ethics Issues in Dealing with the Impaired Therapist 
- Dual Relationships in Therapy 
- Ethical Management of Dual Relationships Among Clergy Therapists 
- Ethics and Legal Issues In Filing Complaints 
- Ethical Issues in Finances and Therapy 
- Special Ethical and Legal Concerns in Therapy with Minors 
- Ethical Issues in Documentation and Counseling Records 
- Ethical and Legal Problems Regarding Confidentiality Issues 
- Therapists and Sexual Boundaries 
- Ethical Issues Regarding Informed Consent in Counseling 
- Ethical Problems In “Duty to Warn” 
- Ethical Issues in Multicultural Counseling 
- Aids and the Duty to Warn 
- Preventing Malpractice Suits 
- Ethical Issues in Imposing Values on Clients 
- Legal and Ethical Dilemmas in Confidentiality in Marriage and Family Therapy 
- Ethical Issues in Supervision 
- Ethical Issues Regarding the Impaired Therapist 
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- Ethical Issues in Pastoral Counseling/Church Counseling Centers 
- Legal precedents and Litigation Against Churches and Counseling Ministries 
 Other topics as approved by professor 
 
In your papers do not belabor the clear-cut guidelines and responsibilities of therapists.  Spend 
more time with the problem areas and dilemmas present in therapy and practice situations.  As 
part of the conclusion of your paper develop a one to two page “Policy Statement” 
regarding the ethics area you have researched.  This “Policy Statement” should be suitable 
to be included in an “Employees Handbook” for a private clinic, church counseling 
ministry or public mental health center. 
 
 
7. Upcoming Conferences:  
 Smart Marriages, San Francisco July 2 – 5, 2008 
 AMFM, Phoenix, AZ August 5-8, 2008 
 AAMFT  Memphis, TN  October 29 – November 1, 2008  
 
8. Office Hours: I am flexible in being available to students throughout the week, Monday 

through Friday 8 AM - 5 PM., Due to my travel schedule in the summer, please call 681-
9200 in advance to schedule an appointment so I can reserve ample time for your needs. 

 
9. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: It is the policy of Harding University to 

accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student 
with a disability who needs accommodation should inform the instructor at the 
beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also encouraged to contact Dr. 
Steve McLeod, the Registrar, at 761-1353. 
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5771 - Counseling Ethics and Professional Issues 
Course Outline 

 Professional Ethics 
 Corey – Chapter #1  AAMFT  pp. 1-9, 87-98  Herlihy pp. 1-54; 247-54 
             
 Therapist  as Person and Professional 
 Corey #2  AAMFT  pp. 10 – 19   
 
 Values and The Helping Relationship 
 Corey #3 Herlihy pp. 55-75 
 
 Multicultural Perspectives and Diversity,  
 Corey #4  Herlihy pp. 159-169; 255-57      
        
 Client Rights, Counselor Responsibilities and Abuse Reporting 
 Corey #5 Herlihy pp. 151-156; 223-34 
 
 Confidentiality:  Ethical and Legal Issues  
 Corey #6 AAMFT  pp. 21-31 Herlihy pp. 75-86; 169-78 
 
    
 Midterm Exam   
 
 Managing Boundaries and Multiple Relationships   
 Corey #7 Brock pp. 115-130 on reserve     Herlihy pp. 189-200;  209-22 
          
 Professional Competence and Training  
 Corey #8 AAMFT  pp.  33 - 48; 65-74  Herlihy pp. 87-96;  179-88   
 
 Issues in Supervision and Consultation 
 Corey #9 AAMFT pp. 49 - 57  Herlihy pp. 97-102;113-30; 235-46 
      
 Issues in Theory, Practice and Research 
 Corey #10 AAMFT pp. 59-63; 75-86 Herlihy pp. 103-112; 131-148 
    
 Special Issues in Marital and Family Therapy, Minors & School Counseling 
 Corey # 11 & 12 Herlihy pp. 201-8 
 
 Ethical Issues in Group and Community Work 
 Corey #13   
 Class vignettes 
 
 Saturday AM - Final Exam  
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5771 
Self-evaluation of required text readings 

 
Evaluate your effort in completing the required text, Herlihy, Barbara and Corey, Gerald. ACA Ethical Standards Casebook 
6h ed. Use the following number scale and circle the appropriate number below that most closely describes your reading . . . 
 
5. I read this thoroughly with appropriate time for reflection and understanding. 
4. I read this well but without time for reflection. 
3. I read this in its entirety, but hurriedly to get it done. 
2. I read/skimmed to pick up the high points of this reading assignment. 
1. I looked over this material before class discussion. 
0. I didn’t read this . . .  
   Approximate amount of time spent in this reading    
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5771 
Self-evaluation of required text readings 

 
Evaluate your effort in completing the required text, User’s Guide to the AAMFT Code of Ethics. 
Use the following number scale and circle the appropriate number below that most closely describes your reading . . . 
 
5. I read this thoroughly with appropriate time for reflection and understanding. 
4. I read this well but without time for reflection. 
3. I read this in its entirety, but hurriedly to get it done. 
2. I read/skimmed to pick up the high points of this reading assignment. 
1. I looked over this material before class discussion. 
0. I didn’t read this . . .  
   Approximate amount of time spent in this reading    
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5771  
Self-evaluation of required text readings 

 
Evaluate your effort in completing the required text, Corey, Gerald, Marianne Corey, and Patrick Callahan.  Issues and Ethics 
in the HelpingProfessions. 7h ed. 
Use the following number scale and circle the appropriate number below that most closely describes your reading . . . 
 
5. I read this thoroughly with appropriate time for reflection and understanding. 
4. I read this well but without time for reflection. 
3. I read this in its entirety, but hurriedly to get it done. 
2. I read/skimmed to pick up the high points of this reading assignment. 
1. I looked over this material before class discussion. 
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